
Test Preparation Questions and Charts

Grades 3-5

Predictable Questions on Narrative Passages
· What is the main problem or struggle in the story?

· Which character trait would you use to describe the character?

· What was the cause of this event?

· What is the same about these two characters? What is different?

· Why do you think the character took the action that she did?

· Why do you think the author put this minor character in the story?

· Which of the following is a detail from the story that explains how the character solves the problem?

· Which of the following details is not important to the plot?

· What can you conclude about the character from the story?

· From whose point of view is the story told?

· (Historical Fiction/Science Fiction) How does the setting f it with the story? Why did the author use this particular setting?

· What can we learn about the time period through the setting?

· (Folktales) What moral or lesson does the passage teach?

· (Biography) What were the character’s achievements? What motivated the character to do what he or she did? 
· Which of the following is a fact about the character’s life?

Predictable Questions on Non-Narrative Passages
· What is the main idea of the passage?

· What is the article mostly about?

· What is the purpose of the article?

· Why is the author giving this information?

· Which detail supports the main idea that __________?

· What is the purpose of the illustration/diagram?

· What is the structure of the passage?

· Which of the following is a fact from the passage?

· Which of the following is an opinion from the passage?

· (Interview) What do the questions that are being asked tell us about the main purpose of the interview?

Predictable Questions on Poetry
· Read these lines from the poem __________. What do these lines most likely mean?

· Which line best describes how __________ expresses __________?

· What point of view do __________ and __________ share?

· There is alliteration in lines __________ and __________.

· Which of these words from the poem imitate a __________.

· The author is telling you __________ about the characters.

· The character in the middle decided to __________. 
· Which element of poetry is not found in these stanzas?

· What feeling is the speaker expressing in the poem?

· The statement __________ (figurative language) means __________.

· What is the rhyme scheme on the first stanza of this poem?

· The tone of the poem is __________?

· According to the __________ the __________ symbolizes __________?

· The narrator sees the main character in the poem as __________.

· How does the poet feel about __________?

· Who is talking in the poem?

Possible main idea questions:
· What is the main idea of the passage?

· Which is the best title for the passage?

· What is the passage mostly about?

· What is this story mostly about?

· Which choice best tells what the passage is about?

· The story is mainly about . . .

· What’s the main problem in the first paragraph?

· In the story, what is the character’s main problem?

· Where does most of the story take place?

Possible Detail Questions:
· What does the character do after he goes to the park?

· Which detail best supports the idea that . . . ?

· Which fact from the article best describes . . . ?

· Which event in the story happens first?

· In which section of the article can you find the answer to the following. .  . ?

· What does line 4 mean when it says . . . ?

· What happens right before . . . ?

· Which phrase best explains how the character felt?

· According to the passage, what happened right before . . . ?

· What does this line mean?

· Which event happens first in the story?

Possible Inference Questions:
· After reading the article, what could the reader conclude?

· Why did the author most likely include this character in the story?

· What will the characters most likely do next?

· Which event from the story could not really happen?

· The word “degree” in sentence two most likely means . . .

· Why did the author most likely write the article?

· What is the main lesson that the story teaches us?

· After reading the passage, what could the reader conclude?

· This passage is most like a . . .

· Why did the author most likely write this passage?

Classic Wrong Answers
· Choices that say the opposite of the main idea or the facts

· Choices that twist the facts or the main idea; an example could be naming only part of the main idea

· Choices that mention true points from the passage but that don’t answer the question being asked

Questions to include in the envelope:  

	Whole-Text Question
	Detail Question

	· After reading the passage, what could the reader conclude?

· In the story, what is the character’s main problem?

· This passage is most like a . . .

· Where does most of the story take place?

· The story is mainly about . . .

· What is this story mostly about?

· Why did the author most likely write this passage?

· This passage is mostly about . . .


	· What’s the main problem in the first paragraph?

· Which phrase best explains how the character felt?

· According to the passage, what happened right before . . . ?

· What does this line mean?

· Which event happens first in the story?




You can also create the game “Which one of these sentences doesn’t belong?” Students read through a series of test questions and find the ones that are asking them to do the same work as a test-taker in order to find the one that is different. For example: 

· What does the word __________ most likely mean?

· Which word means about the same as . . . ?

· In the first sentence, the word __________ means . . . ?

· Why did the author most likely write this passage?

When students are reading the passages some things you might want to ask them are: 

· Tell me how you’re making sure you understand what you’re reading.

· Can you show me how you figured out what that part was about?

· Explain to me what you’re doing to hold onto what you’re reading.

· Do you agree with your partner when he/she said what that part is about?

When students are reading the questions and answering them with a partner or by themselves you want to hear their process, noticing where they get derailed or what is working so you can teach into or compliment their work.
· What does that question mean?

· What is the question asking you to do?

· What do you think the answer is?

· Can you think back and recall the information that answers that question?

· If you can’t recall the information, where will you go to find it? Will you look

at the beginning, middle, or end of the text? How do you know?

· How does what you are saying answer the question?

· Could there be any other possible answers?

· Is there a better answer?

· Tell me how you decided that is the answer.
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