November 23, 2016

	Grade 3

Unit Overview
Biography Book Clubs

	Focus Teaching Points
	Thinking, talking and writing about our reading:

· Identifying biographies—knowing that biographies provide information about famous people before they were famous and help readers understand the human being underneath the icon.
· Beginning to read a biography by asking, “Who is the main character? What kind of person is she or he?”
· Paying attention to the character’s challenges, struggles, achievements, and relationships to understand the character 

· Paying attention to the setting and events of the story to understand the character
· Identifying the story arc, including the big challenge or conflict the subject faces
· Identifying the big message of the text 

· Understanding the impact of this person on the world

· Identifying life lessons learned from a biography

· Preparing for talking with book clubs about big messages and life lessons learned from reading biographies

· Recognizing other kinds of narrative nonfiction

· Uncovering the reason for telling a particular story

· Determining a narrative text’s big unifying theme

	Key CCSS Standards
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)

· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Reading Standards for Information (RI)
· 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 10
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)

· 3, 3a-3d, 4, 4a-4c

Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)

· 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

Language Standards (L)

· 1,1a-i, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Biography readers use all they know about reading stories

· Biography readers use all they know about informational texts

· Biography readers not only follow a life story, but they also grow ideas

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	“Biography Book Clubs” (pages 54-73) in If. . .Then. . . Curriculum from Units of Study: Assessment Based Instruction for Teaching Reading, Grade 3-5 (found within the new Units of Study for Teaching Reading, Grade 3).    

 

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· The Story of Ruby Bridges by Robert Coles

· Books from the Who Was. . .? series such as Who Was Jackie Robinson? or Who Was Gandhi?

· Use a small text set of biographies during the read-aloud so that you can compare/contrast across texts just as you expect your students to do when reading in Biography Book Clubs.  Select texts that are slightly more challenging than what the children will read on their own.  You will also want to choose biographies that range in format, structure and length (i.e. the strategies for reading a biographical picture book differ somewhat from those where the reader must hold onto information across a longer text with chapters).

	Tips for the Unit
	· This unit builds upon Bend III (reading narrative nonfiction) from your previous reading unit: Reading to Learn.  
· This essential question guides the unit: How can I draw on all that I know about reading fiction and nonfiction texts to read biographies (and other forms of narrative nonfiction) well?
· Immerse children in reading multiple biographies across the unit so that they can begin to internalize the way in which biographies “tend to go.”  As children begin to see the patterns in the way biographies are structured (e.g. learning about early influences, overcoming challenges, and so on) the more effective they will be at focusing their attention on the parts that matter.  This is where children will continue to develop their skills in determining importance, synthesizing and analyzing critically across texts.
· At the same time that children are developing skills in reading biographies, an ongoing goal continues to be helping your students move up a ladder of text complexity.  Since many biographies are written for children within the grade 2 text-band, we encourage you to take a hard look at whether the texts your children are reading are at a high independent/instructional level. 
· While reading biographies, readers will learn to apply what they have learned about reading fiction and expository texts.  
· Lessons from reading literature: Readers will get to know the subjects of their biographies just as they have gotten to know the characters in their books.  For example, they will pay attention to individuals’ struggles and motivations; how the individuals in their biographies grow and change; how they face challenges and struggles; and ultimately how they learn lessons about life.  See questions on page 62 to help students identify the big challenge or conflict in the subject’s life.
· Lessons from reading nonfiction: Readers can also apply what they know about reading expository texts to reading this type of narrative nonfiction. Not only are readers learning about an individual’s life, they are also learning about the world, including the culture, the time period, and the setting where this person lived or grew up.  
· Remind your students to continue to read for main idea by chunking texts into predictable sections.  For example, whether identified or not, most biographies will include the following sections:

· Birth and early life

· Youth, life as a student and young adult

· Struggle

· Resolution/achievement

· Contribution to history
· In addition to teaching content, insert mini-lessons that help children continue to deepen their level of conversation in book clubs.  During your interactive read-aloud time you can also have children turn-and-talk with partners and in small groups to practice the kinds of conversations you aim for them to have on their own. 

· When in book clubs children can read the same or different titles—there are benefits to both. See your Literacy Coach if you’d like help thinking through the options.

	Classroom Library
	· During this unit children should spend the majority of their time reading several biographies that move up a ladder of text complexity. 

	Materials and Resources
	· Read-alouds that inspire rich conversations
· Expanded Reader’s Notebooks to include sections allowing for longer writing in response to texts and in preparation for partner conversations:
· Reading Log, Try It!  for exercises from minilessons, Independent Thinking for annotations and stop and jots, Longer Writing for longer responses to text, and Favorite Lines for those memorable phrases, lines, and quotes from favorite books 
                                  OR
· Reading Log, Strategy Entries for exercises from minilessons, Independent Entries for annotations, stop and jots, longer written responses, and Favorite Lines for those memorable phrases, lines, and quotes from favorite books 
· Anchor charts to support thinking about characters and charts to support meaningful conversations 

	Assessment
	· See PPS created pre- and post-assessments for this unit.  We encourage you to use these assessments in any way that is useful to you—modify, refine and revise!

· The If-Then unit also provides suggestions for an assessment using a read-aloud.  See suggestions on page 56.

· Reading conference notes

· Running records, as needed

	Celebrations
	· For the celebratory end to the month’s work, readers might choose one biography or other narrative nonfiction text that resonates most for them and write about how the big message from this text has implications for their own life. Teach that reading narrative nonfiction often affects our own personal decisions so that we go through a critical choice, thinking “What would Rosa Parks do?” or “Would Magic Johnson have given up now?” You may want to create a chart of prompts to guide students toward thinking about life lessons. The chart might include prompts such as:

· I learned from (person) that sometimes people . . . but instead, people should . . .

· I learned from (the person) that in life, it is important to . . .

· (Person) changes from x . . . to . . . y . . .

· Even if you . . . you should . . .

· Don’t forget that even if you . . . you should . . .

· (Person) teaches us not only about . . . but also about . . . .

· When I first read about (person), I thought . . . but now I realize . . .



