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	Grade 3

Unit Overview
Crafting True Stories 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Starting the writing workshop by visualizing possibilities and goal setting

· Generating entries in the writer’s notebook by developing and using a repertoire of strategies; writing quickly off of selected ideas
· Storytelling, not summarizing 

· Taking stock of writing in the middle of the process, not just at the end

· Editing as we write

· Getting unstuck in writing workshop—knowing how to problem solve

· Generating leads for our stories

· Writing discovery drafts

· Revising by studying the craft moves of other authors

· Developing the heart of the story

· Telling stories bit by bit

· Paragraphing to support sequencing, dialogue and elaboration

· Starting a second piece with independence

· Writing and drafting from inside a memory

· Drawing from authors as mentors

· Balancing details—dialogue with actions, thoughts, and details about the setting
· Punctuating dialogue

· Revising for clarify and purpose

· Revising endings; learning from published writing

· Using editing checklists

· Publishing within a community of writers

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10

Language Standards (L)

· 1,1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Crafting True Stories by Lucy Calkins and Marjorie Martinelli from the Units of Study in Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing (2013)
· Online resources at Heinemann.com. A variety of resources to accompany this and the other Grade 3 Units of Study for Teaching Writing are available online through Heinemann.  To access and download this information, you will first need to set up a free account.  Once you have a Heinemann account, use the following code to access the Writing Resources: WUOS_GR3. The first time you use the code, you will be

prompted to provide information from the spiral-bound teaching resources from the kit to prove that you have a copy of the Units of Study.

	Bends in the Road
	· Writing personal narratives with independence
· Becoming a storyteller on the page

· Writing with new independence on a second piece

· Fixing up and fancying up our best work; revision and editing

	Tips to Consider
	· This unit builds on the students’ knowledge from a great deal of past instruction on narrative writing. The “Welcome to the Unit” (pages vi – ix) is very helpful in understanding the big picture of the unit and the important learning of each bend. Expect to begin this unit in the very first days of school.  
· While launching writing workshop is familiar to many grade three teachers, we highly encourage you to use this new resource as it reflects revised thinking about the best way to kick-off the year and third graders’ narrative writing.
· Grade three introduces a process that is new for narrative writing--using the writer’s notebook. The writing notebook is the place to hold onto ideas and try out new techniques. When it is time to draft one of the ideas, remember that drafting takes place outside of the notebook on draft paper.  The ideas in the notebook are not full stories, but parts of stories that may be fully developed, depending on the teaching and learning focus.  Encourage students to capture important scenes and then move on to a new story idea to try the same writing technique.  This is teaching the writer, rather than the writing.  Outside of the notebook, students will improve a particular piece of writing more thoroughly. 

· When teaching children to generate ideas, remember that people, places, and objects are only one way to generate ideas, but there are so many others and these strategies are described in the first bend of the unit. In addition, try engaging children in listing and trying out turning points; first times; last times; and times when they felt a particular emotion.  The goal is to help children build ownership for their notebooks so that they know that they can return to their notebooks throughout the year with independence.
· Small Moments and Seed Ideas:  Over the years we have noticed that teachers have increasingly taught their students how to zoom in on particular events rather than write “bed to bed” stories by teaching students about Small Moments and Seeds. Kids are making great strides! As we move forward to help our students write well-developed pieces, however, we want to clarify the intention behind Small Moments and Seeds.  The ultimate goal is not that students write about one brief moment in time.  The goal is that they learn to write focused narratives.  By the end of 2nd grade, children should be writing “many small moment stories” in which small moments are linked together by a common thread.  For example, a child might write about a birthday party in which several selected moments are developed, across the span of the event.  The key is to remember that the terms Small Moments and Seed Ideas are one vehicle for helping children write with focus and develop the heart of a story.  

· The primary graphic organizer within Writing Workshop continues to be booklet paper (in which children write one part/page).  In later units, children will also learn to develop timelines and “story mountains.”  These organizational structures help children to sequence and organize ideas with increasing independence.  

· There are many ways to organize sections in the writer’s notebook, but consider including the following sections: Writing Ideas; Try It!, Writing (see Materials and Resources below for explanation)
· After a day or two of launching this unit, or even before you begin the unit, you will want to assess students to determine what they are able to do prior to your teaching.  See pages viii and ix of “Welcome to the Unit” for suggestions on presenting this so early in the year so that it feels more of a celebration of all they know than a test the first day of school.  Also see our link below, under “Assessment,” to a baseline prompt that can be given at this time.

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Come On, Rain! by Karen Hesse

	Materials and Resources
	Each child: 

· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (e.g. lists for generating seed ideas); Try It! (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section can be labeled by genre or unit to house all entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside of the notebook)
· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. high frequency words)
Teacher:

· Writer’s Notebook for modeling

· Teacher-generated writing for modeling

Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating seed ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· Conduct a baseline narrative assessment using the prompt and directions at the following link: http://ppsgrade3.weebly.com/assessment.html
· For learning progressions, anchor papers, checklists and rubrics use the following link: http://ppsgrade3.weebly.com/narrative.html

	Celebrations
	· This would be a nice opportunity to publicly display students’ work of the unit. See Session 20, Publishing: A Writing Community Celebrates on pages 169-174 for celebration ideas that involve both small group sharing and suggestions for creating a ceremony to display student work. 



