Reading Assessment
Following Characters Into Meaning

Grade 3

Before beginning the unit of study, Following Characters Into Meaning, assess students’ thinking about characters by conducting a read aloud, in which you stop at certain points to ask students to jot down their thinking.  Collect their notes when you are finished to assess their thinking.

Materials Needed:  Rotten Richie and the Ultimate Dare by Patricia Polacco

Character Stop and Jot Assessment Recording Sheet on a    clipboard for each child
Sticky notes with prompts on pages in the book as indicated by the examples

Directions:  Place the appropriate sticky notes in the read aloud on the appropriate pages.  Gather students as you would during a typical read aloud, and provide each child with a clipboard and pencil.  Read aloud the story, stopping at each sticky note and giving the students a few minutes to jot their thinking.  All prompts should be asked at the end of the page on which it is placed.  See the images on the Grade 3 Following Characters Into Meaning Assessment tab at ppsliteracycoachconnect.com to identify the pages of the book on which these prompts occur.
Stop and Jot #1: What ideas do you have about the characters so far?

Stop and Jot #2:  How would you describe the characters? Use evidence.

Stop and Jot #3:  What theories or big ideas do you have about the characters?

Stop and Jot #4:  What lessons can be learned from the story?

