PPS Curriculum Calendar – Grade 3											August 2014
	Month
	Unit of Study
	Teaching Focus Points
	ELA Framework 

	September
	Reading Workshop
Launching the Reading Workshop:  Building a Reading Life
	Thinking, talking and writing about our reading:
· Taking charge of our own reading lives
· Reflecting on our reading lives and setting reading goals
· Choosing “Just Right” books
· Using reading logs
· Building routines for using reader’s notebooks
· Building stamina
· Being “wide awake” (active) readers
· Reading a variety of genres for different purposes
· Identifying different genre
· Using fix-up strategies when reading becomes confusing
· Establishing effective reading partnerships
· Sharing books with reading partners
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Reading Standards for Information (RI)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)
· 3, 3a-3f, 4, 4a-4c
Writing Standards (W)
·  3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)
· 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Language Standards (L)
· 1,1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6



	
	Writing Workshop
Launching the Writing Workshop 
	· Establishing routines, habits and expectations for Writing Workshop
· Introducing writer’s notebooks
· Developing strategies for generating entries
· Increasing stamina and volume
· Developing seed ideas
· Choosing a seed to draft
· Developing a draft
· Starting with a strong lead
	

	October








	Reading Workshop
Following Characters into Meaning: Envision, Predict, Synthesize and Infer
	Thinking, talking and writing about our reading:
· Growing ideas and formulating theories about characters
· Walking in characters’ shoes (envisionment and prediction)
· Noticing and analyzing characters actions, thoughts and feelings 
· Inferring motivations and struggles of characters
· Noticing how, why and when characters change
· Noticing the role of secondary characters
· Comparing characters with each other and to ourselves
· Using information about characters to develop theories about the central message, lesson, or moral of the story.
	RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RI 10
RF 3, 3a-f, 4, 4a- 4c
W 3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
SL 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
L 1, 1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6



	
	Writing Workshop
Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing 

Continues through mid-November
	· Generating entries using a repertoire of familiar strategies and new strategies
· Drawing from authors as mentors
· Choosing a seed to draft that holds strong meaning
· Identifying what it is you really want to say in your writing and using that information to guide your writing
· Turning yesterday’s revision strategies into today’s common practice when you generate entries and write your first draft
· Developing the internal story
· Using a variety of action, thought and dialogue
· Editing with conventions in mind
· Thinking, talking and writing about our reading
	

	November
	Reading Workshop
Series Book Clubs


	Thinking, talking and writing about our reading:
· Envisioning secondary characters, as well as the main characters
· Keeping track of setting details and revising mental images of setting
· Setting book club reading goals
· Noticing patterns in a character’s actions or feelings 
· Developing ideas about the relationships between characters
· Noticing how characters react in the face of trouble
· Comparing and contrasting books in a series
· Learning from our characters’ actions and reactions
· Developing rich theories about characters: moving from single ideas to complex ideas
· Organizing post-its to begin to build and support theories
· Developing theories about the desires and motivations of characters
· Focusing in on intense moments in our books
· Thinking, talking and writing about our reading
	RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RF 3, 3a-f, 4, 4a- 4c
W 2, 2a, 2b, 2c, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
SL 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
L 1, 1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	
	Writing Workshop
Informational Writing

Continues through December
	· Immersion: Studying published informational texts
· Within the notebook: Generating and choosing an idea from topics we could teach
· Planning using a table of contents
· Using organizational structures from content area learning (e.g. webs, sketches, timelines and T-charts) to write on topics and sub-topics
	

	December
	Reading Workshop
Nonfiction Reading: Expository Texts
	Thinking, talking and writing about our reading:
· Using expository text structure to understand and retain information 
· Summarizing at the end of a chunk of text to remember information
· Connecting new information to known information as we read 
· Organizing and categorizing new information using boxes and bullets
· Finding the main ideas in a nonfiction text
· Teaching partners about our topics; growing ideas by sharing
· Using text features to figure out tricky words
· Reading a collection of books on a topic of choice; comparing and contrasting information across these texts
· Using an organizational system to keep track of learning
· Sharing our learning with other readers
· Thinking, talking and writing about our reading
	RL 10
RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RF 3, 3a-f, 4, 4a- 4c
W 2, 2a, 2b, 2c, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
SL 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
L 1, 1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	
	Writing Workshop
Informational Writing

Continued from November
	· Getting ready to draft by teaching our topic to partners
· Planning for depth and detail within subtopics
· Drawing lessons from mentor texts before drafting
· Drafting by using the text features that will best support each page
· Including a persuasive element 
· Paying attention to words that need to be defined
· Using transition words effectively between details and subtopics
· Revising with a focus on one subsection at a time
· Editing, publishing, celebrating
	

	January
	Reading Workshop
Biography Book Clubs 
OR 
Mystery Book Clubs*


*Teaching Focus Points for Mystery Book Clubs listed in March
	Thinking, talking and writing about our reading:
· Identifying biographies 
· Paying attention to the character’s challenges, struggles, achievements, and relationships to understand the character 
· Paying attention to the setting and events of the story to understand the character
· Identifying the big message of the text 
· Understanding the impact of this person on the world
· Identifying life lessons learned from a biography
· Preparing for talking with book clubs about big messages and life lessons learned from reading biographies
· Recognizing other kinds of narrative nonfiction
· Uncovering the reason for telling a particular story
· Determining a narrative text’s big unifying theme
	Reading Standards for Literature (RL)
· 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
Reading Standards for Information (RI)
· 10
Reading Standards: Foundational Skills (RF)
· 3, 3a-3d, 4, 4a-4c
Writing Standards (W)
·  3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
[bookmark: _GoBack]Speaking and Listening Standards (SL)
· 1, 1a-d, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
Language Standards (L)
· 1,1a-i, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6



	
	Writing Workshop
Realistic Fiction
	· Drawing from our own lives and imagining what could be to generate ideas for fiction stories
· Identifying what our characters desire and the obstacles in their way
· Developing characters and setting
· Drafting story mountains
· Planning for writing by acting out scenes and telling the story
· Showing time and place in our stories
· Crafting and revising endings
· Revising with an intent to “re-see” our stories with a fresh pair of eyes
· Editing to present stories clearly
	

	February







	Reading Workshop
Genre Studies and 
Test Preparation


Mid-February through mid-March
	Genre Studies provides teachers with an opportunity to teach students to understand, compare and contrast characteristics of a range of genres, including traditional literature, scripts, folk tales, fables and myths.  As with all units, students should be thinking, talking and writing about their reading.


The goal of the Test Preparation unit is to remind students of all the reading strategies and genre knowledge they have learned all year and transfer this knowledge to test-taking situations.  The unit contains a variety of suggestions for addressing stamina, volume and comprehension simultaneously while preparing to take state tests.  It also has suggestions for preparing struggling readers to take high-stakes tests. 
	RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RI 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8 9, 10
RF 3, 3a-f, 4, 4a- 4c
W 1, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6



	
	Writing Workshop
Opinion Writing:  Persuasive Reviews and Speeches/Letters

	· Writing persuasive reviews
· Living as “reviewers,” noticing and collecting details to support our opinions
· Using published reviews as mentor texts
· Stating opinions and supporting them with reasons 
· Using exact details and precise language of a critic to elaborate on the important parts of the subject
· Persuading readers with specific information and small-moment mini stories
· Revising by taking away parts that don’t support our claim
· Revising by selecting a strategy to make our reviews more persuasive
· Editing to present our argument clearly
(Optional)
· Writing to persuade people to do, think or feel something about the world
· Writing persuasive letters and speeches is similar to writing persuasive reviews
· Evaluating the strength of reasons to support an opinion
Considering the audience to revise our argument
	

	Late March-
April
	Reading Workshop
Mystery Book Clubs
OR
Biography Book Clubs

 *Teaching Focus Points for Biography Book Clubs listed in January
	Thinking, talking and writing about our reading:
· Reading mysteries with a knowledge of narrative structure, expecting to uncover the mystery
· Reading for clues, tracking information and becoming the detective
· Identifying characters as suspects; discovering characters’ motives
· Rereading and revising theories based on the clues discovered
· Noticing false clues
· Using information about the main character and the story structure from the first books in a mystery series to predict character behaviors and mystery-solving process in a new book
· Using known information about a secondary character from earlier books in a mystery series to make predictions or notice surprises in a new mystery
· Noticing familiar patterns or surprises to question character actions
· Inferring life lessons from choices characters make in the mysteries we read
	RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, MA 8.A, 9, 10
RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RF 3, 3a-f, 4, 4a- 4c
W 1a-d, 2a-d, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6




	
	Writing Workshop
Poetry


	During this unit of Writing Workshop, children spend lots of time reading poetry as writers and writing their own poetry. 

· Generating ideas in notebooks and drawing from:
· Observations, emotions, memories, images, individual words;
· Previous writing;
· Concerns about an issue or topic; and 
· In response to other poems read aloud
· Studying poems from a variety of published authors
· Noticing how poems are similar to songs and song lyrics
· Revising as you write—“it is always revising time!”
· Revising by using a range of choices:
· Adding an image about the setting or detail about an object
· Adding a surprising detail or new emotion
· Adding details to highlight what is important
· Eliminating words to turn sentences into stanzas
· Writing with imagery and rhyme schemes
· Working with partners to revise and find meaningful topics
· Beginning with free verse poems: turning prose into poetry through discovering rhythm in words and using line breaks to change the form
· Using craft strategies from other genres to revise writing, e.g. starting right in the moment, using precise words
· Revising beginnings and endings
· Using punctuation as a tool to convey meaning
· Using precise word choice to create tone
· Creating sounds with words
· Using repetition
· Deciding how the words will look visually across the page—text and white space
· Discovering a few standard forms of poetry to provide writers with choices
· Editing, Publishing, Celebrating
	

	May












	Reading Workshop
Social Issues Book Clubs 

Through Mid/Late May















Informational Reading:  Reading, Research, and Writing in the Content Areas

This research unit begins during Writing Workshop in May.  Beginning in Mid/Late May – June the RW and WW can be combined and devoted exclusively to the research unit.
	Thinking, talking and writing about our reading:
· Reading for social issues in familiar books 
· Considering other people’s lenses while reading
· Using our own writing to uncover social issues important to us
· Considering lessons learned about an issue from a book
· Reading nonfiction texts about an issue presented in a fiction text
· Learning about issues in the world and our lives by studying the characters in a book closely
· Learning about social issues in our books by paying attention to crucial scenes 
· Noticing multiple issues in a book
· Considering what the author is trying to teach us about the issues in a book
· Comparing our own thoughts and perspectives against the author’s perspective on an issue
· Reading nonfiction with issues in mind
· Reading multiple nonfiction sources about a particular issue to develop a deeper understanding
· Noticing the issues we are thinking about in the world around us
· Writing about our ideas for social change
· Sharing our thinking with others about our ideas for social change

Throughout the unit, students should be thinking, talking and writing about their research.  

Starting the Research Cycle:  Collecting Information and Vocabulary
· Reading quickly and broadly to get an overview of the topic
· Using tools, like maps and timelines, to help gather information
· Maintaining a high volume of reading by marking potentially important information with sticky notes and then continuing on to read
· Reading with a lens for subtopics
· Bringing known strategies for reading nonfiction to researching new topics (noting big ideas, comparing and contrasting information)
· Keeping track of vocabulary and concepts that appear in multiple texts
· Finding important information by looking for names or ideas that repeat
· Synthesizing the information in the words with other text features and pictures on the page
· Distinguishing new information from prior knowledge or opinions
	RL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RF 3, 3a-f, 4, 4a- 4c
W 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
L 1, 1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6







	
	Writing Workshop
Informational Writing: Reading, Research and Writing in the Content Areas

Continued through June
	· Immersion in a broad topic in social studies that has sufficient breadth for students to study many subtopics
· Learning why and for what purposes social scientists write. For example:
· To record observations through sketches, captions and words
· To capture learning through quick jots, note-taking (e.g. boxes-and-bullets), and annotated timelines 
· To develop ideas and opinions, explore questions and hypothesize answers
· To teach, inform, and inspire others
· To persuade 
· Applying thinking skills learned in earlier units: considering cause and effect, comparing and contrasting, evaluating, and drawing inferences
· Creating multi-genre, hybrid texts (e.g. those from DK Publishing) 
· Choosing the best organizational structure to present each section of informational book
· Writing with specificity: including precise facts, definitions and details to support the topic
	

	June
	Reading Workshop
Informational Reading:  Reading, Research, and Writing in the Content Areas

Continued from May
	Focusing the Research
· Rereading notes to form questions for research
· Forming hypotheses to questions
· Rereading texts to develop more knowledge about the essential questions
· Creating smaller, more focused questions
· Beginning research with what the reader finds fascinating
· Working with other researchers who have the same interests 
· Using quick note-taking strategies to gather important information
· Reading new texts with a lens for comparing information against known information
· Using signal words as a tool for identifying important information
· Working with fellow researchers to share information related to the essential questions and to hypothesize possible answers
· Teaching new information to others
	RL 10
RI 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10
RF 3, 4
W 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
SL 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
L 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

	
	Writing Workshop
Informational Writing: Reading, Research and Writing in the Content Areas 

Continued from May
	· Drawing from mentor texts for ideas about layout, structure and craft
· Organizing information learned from study into chapters, sections and/or categories and making sure that related information is grouped together
· Using paper choices that support different text structures
· Crediting texts and authors informally (the book [title] says__) or (according to [author], ___)
· Continuing to build stamina and volume in writing
· Using the writer’s notebook as a valuable resource throughout the writing process
· Working with writing partners to develop ideas and gain feedback
· Connecting ideas and information with linking words: also, another, and, more, but
· Getting ready to publish by choosing the best parts to include in a final book
· Making choices by considering audience
· Returning to mentor texts for revision ideas
· Elaborating by asking a question and answering it, sharing an anecdote, giving and opinion, giving an example, comparing or contrasting a detail to something the reader may know
· Reviewing paragraphs for clear topic sentence followed by supporting information
· Revising headings and subheadings
· Deciding how to guide the reader through the text (e.g. including a table of contents, glossary)
· Writing a conclusion
· Editing for publication
· Publishing and celebrating
	







Taken from The Curricular Plans for the Reading Workshop by Lucy Calkins and TCRWP Colleagues and The Curricular Plans for the Writing Workshop by Lucy Calkins and TCRWP Colleagues, 2011

