Grade 3 Constructed Responses from the Sample PARCC Assessment

Literary Analysis:
Above the passage:
Today you will read two stories titled x and y.  As you read, think about the actions of the characters and the events of the stories.  Answer the questions to help you write an essay.
Writing prompt:
(Character from story x) and (character from story y) both try to teach important lessons to characters in the stories.  Write an essay that explains how (character from story x)’s and (character from story y)’s words and actions are important to the plots of the stories.  Use what you learned about the characters to support your essay.

Narrative Writing:
Above the passage:
Today you will read the story x.  Pay close attention to the actions of the characters and the events in the story.  Answer the questions to help you prepare to write a narrative story.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Writing prompt:
This story tells about (narrator’s friend)’s first camping trip.  Write (narrator’s friend)’s journal entry about this camping trip.  Include information about how the characters responded to the events in the story as you write the journal entry.

Research Simulation:
Not available in the PARCC practice test.  Grades 4 and 5 each have 2 articles and a video on the same topic.  Students need to write an essay based on the information using all three sources.  Based on the time allotments for the research simulation task for all three grades, it may be that grade 3 has an article and a video, since there is less time than grade 3.  We do not actually know at this point.  The nonfiction unit pre/post assessment suggested on the Literacy Coach website would be a good resource for preparation for this task. 
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