From Session I

Day 1 

Unit of Study: Writing Fiction
Title of Mini-Lesson: Imagining Stories From Ordinary Moments
	Getting Ready:  

· Anecdote you can tell to describe how fiction writers get their ideas from real life
· Entries from your own writer’s notebook that you can use to demonstrate thinking about potential stories
· Several entries from your notebook copied onto chart paper, so children can practice looking for stories

	Connection:
1. Tell children that you enjoyed reading/hearing their published personal narratives and that you’ve decided they are now ready to write fiction.
2. Explain that writers get ideas for fiction by paying attention to our lives.

	Teaching:

3. With an anecdote, tell children that you’ve come to realize fiction writers get their ideas from real life. (See example on p. 3 of book)
4. Tell children that the imagination that really matters is one that allows a writer to see story ideas in everyday life.
5. Tell children what to watch for as you demonstrate rereading your notebook for bits that could be seeds for a story.


	Active Engagement:

6. Set children up to practice mining entries for story ideas.  Recruit children to help you find more story ideas in your own entries.
7. Help one child demonstrate how she mined your entries for possible story ideas.

	Link:

8. Remind children that fiction writers find story ideas in the moments and issues of their lives.
9. Send students off to reread their writer’s notebook with a fiction writer’s eyes, to imagine a fiction story idea from an entry.
10. Have students mark their ideas with a sticky note and to write a new entry based on their original entry, putting the idea it sparked onto the page.

	Mid-Workshop Teaching Point:

11. Show children how putting the idea for a story on the page is in an entry format similar to those that captured a small moment personal narrative.

	Share:

12.  Offer some examples of the kinds of stories children are finding in their notebook entries.  Read a story idea entry or two.
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