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	Grade 3
Unit Overview
Realistic Fiction (Writing Fiction: Big Dreams and Tall Ambitions)

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Drawing from our own lives and imagining what could be to generate ideas for fiction stories
· Identifying what our characters desire and the obstacles in their way
· Developing characters and setting
· Drafting story mountains
· Planning for writing by acting out scenes and telling the story
· Showing time and place in our stories
· Crafting and revising endings
· Revising with an intent to “re-see” our stories with a fresh pair of eyes
· Editing to present stories clearly

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)
·  3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
Language Standards (L)
· 1,1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Immersion: Studying mentor texts
· Generating entries in the notebook
· Drafting and Revising
· Editing and Publishing

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Writing Fiction: Big Dreams, Tall Ambitions from the original Units of Study for Teaching Writing: Grades 3-5 by Lucy Calkins
·  “Realistic Fiction” in the PPS Grade 3 Writing Binder

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Picture books can illustrate qualities of fiction writing in an easily accessible way for all students.  Some suggested examples of realistic fiction are: 
· The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant
· The Leaving Morning by Angela Johnson.    
· Collections of short stories such as:
·  Hey World, Here I Am by Jean Little 
· You may want to reference specific passages in any fiction books students are reading for literature discussions as well.
· One of the most powerful mentor texts for your students is often your own writing.  Use your own writing as well as a class piece of writing (written on chart paper or an overhead) throughout the unit to teach writing strategies.  Let these pieces build over time as the focus of your teaching shifts and you incorporate new techniques.  The Powerful Teaching Methods sheet suggests ways to teach by demonstrating.

	Tips to Consider
	· To teach this unit, we recommend using Writing Fiction: Big Dreams, Tall Ambitions from the original Units of Study for Teaching Writing: Grades 3-5 by Lucy Calkins.  
· We have also created and uploaded two possible Trajectories for the Unit (also found in the original PPS Writing Binder): 
· The first trajectory identifies teaching points that lead to students drafting, revising and publishing complete stories.
· The second trajectory is geared toward helping your students draft, revise and publish individual scenes. 
· This Writing Fiction unit provides students with an opportunity to study favorite fictional texts and to try out their observations of author’s craft in their own fictional pieces.  
· Support students in developing stories that build from their own lives and what they already know--this unit is not intended as fantasy writing or science fiction! 
· Use what the students already know about writing narratives as resources for lifting the quality of students’ writing, such as planning with timelines and story mountains, experimenting with leads, zooming in on important moments, and revising and editing strategies.  
· Be sure to support students in spending time planning for their scene or story and then using this plan as they write.  In particular, you will find that the story mountain (story arc) is an important graphic organizer to teach now if they don’t already know it—it is one that students can then rely on again and again as they move into future narrative units and future grades.  
· While the teaching resources we’ve created help you use the original Writing Fiction unit, the actual lessons are in the book and follow the format of Connection/ Teach/ Active Engagement/Link, just as the other units of study do.  These lessons include classroom transcript bits so that you can “hear” the lesson as well as bold text that highlight suggestions to the teacher.  There are also suggestions for conferring specific to each session.
· When the overview refers to sessions that have specific page numbers highlighted, these are usually additional tips/suggestions written to the teacher for small groups or the whole class that are not written in lesson format.  These pages are highlighted because they are likely to benefit the whole class, in which case you will want to decide how you will demonstrate the teaching point (Will you use your writing?  A piece of published text?).  You will notice that the teacher in the lessons uses her one story idea over and over in the lessons to demonstrate a different technique. You will also need to decide how you will engage the children in trying the strategy out before applying it to their own writing.  You may decide to do this with a class story idea (the class could create a fictional character that has desires/an issue, etc.) that develops over time.  

· [bookmark: _GoBack]A Brief Note on Narrative Writing and PARCC:
One way that students will demonstrate their narrative writing skills on the PARCC assessment is to write a piece in relation to a passage they've read.  For example, they may be asked to write an alternative ending, a scene from a different point of view, or imagine a missing scene from the middle of a passage.  In each case they will be assessed on both their comprehension of the passage and the strength of their narrative writing. Provide opportunities for students to connect their realistic fiction writing to PARCC with occasional prompts in response to a real-aloud or book club, guided reading or independent text.  Whatever you choose, just remember to model this kind of writing and practice together as you always would!

	Materials and Resources
	Each child: 
· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (e.g. lists for generating seed ideas); Try It! (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section can be labeled by genre or unit to house all entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside of the notebook)
· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. high frequency words)
Teacher:
· Writer’s Notebook for modeling
· Teacher-generated writing for modeling
Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating seed ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· On-Demand Assessment (for use prior to the unit to assess what students already know and target instruction).
· Narrative Writing Rubrics, Checklists and Learning Progressions 
· Conference Notes
· Student notebooks and folders

	Celebrations
	· Provide an opportunity for children to share one published piece during a Writer’s Celebration or Publishing Party.  This celebration can be very informal, even simply sharing with a few other peers (from within the classroom or in partnership with another classroom) shows students that they are writing for an authentic audience.  This is an important lesson to convey from the beginning!   



	Template adapted from Growing Readers: Units of Study in the Primary Classroom by Kathy Collins (2004); adapted from A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 3 by Lucy Calkins (2011)
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