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	Grade 3

Unit Overview
Poetry 

	Focus Teaching Points
	During this unit of Writing Workshop, children spend lots of time reading poetry as writers and writing their own poetry. 
· Generating ideas in notebooks and drawing from:

· Observations, emotions, memories, images, individual words;

· Previous writing;

· Concerns about an issue or topic; and 

· In response to other poems read aloud

· Studying poems from a variety of published authors

· Noticing how poems are similar to songs and song lyrics

· Revising as you write—“it is always revising time!”

· Revising by using a range of choices:

· Adding an image about the setting or detail about an object

· Adding a surprising detail or new emotion

· Adding details to highlight what is important

· Eliminating words to turn sentences into stanzas

· Writing with imagery and rhyme schemes

· Working with partners to revise and find meaningful topics
· Beginning with free verse poems: turning prose into poetry through discovering rhythm in words and using line breaks to change the form

· Using craft strategies from other genres to revise writing, e.g. starting right in the moment, using precise words

· Revising beginnings and endings

· Using punctuation as a tool to convey meaning

· Using precise word choice to create tone

· Creating sounds with words

· Using repetition

· Deciding how the words will look visually across the page—text and white space

· Discovering a few standard forms of poetry to provide writers with choices

· Editing, Publishing, Celebrating

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)

·  1, 2, 3, MA.3.A, 4, 5, 6, 10
Language Standards (L)

· 1,1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· “Poetry” Writing, Thinking and Seeing More” from the If . . .Then. . .Curriculum in the Units of Study in Opinion, Information and Narrative Writing by Calkins, 2013.

· “Poetry” from A Curricular Plan for the Writing Workshop, Grade 3 by Calkins, 2011.   
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