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	Grade 3
Unit Overview
Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing 

	Focus Teaching Points
	· Generating entries using a repertoire of familiar strategies and new strategies
· Drawing from authors as mentors
· Choosing a seed to draft that holds strong meaning
· Identifying what it is you really want to say in your writing and using that information to guide your writing
· Turning yesterday’s revision strategies into today’s common practice when you generate entries and write your first draft
· Developing the internal story
· Using a variety of action, thought and dialogue
· Editing with conventions in mind
· Thinking, talking and writing about our reading

	Key CCSS Standards
	Writing Standards (W)
·  3, 3a-d, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10
Language Standards (L)
· 1,1a-I, 2, 2a-g, 3, 3a-b, 4, 4a-d, 5, 5a-c, 6

	Bends in the Road
	· Drawing on what we already know about narrative writing
· Rehearsing for writing: “What do I really want to say?”
· Drafting and Revising
· Editing and Publishing

	Tips to Consider
	· This unit builds upon the process children have learned for writing narratives (e.g. how to use the writer’s notebook to generate and try out ideas; how to select a seed to draft; how to draft, revise and publish outside of the notebook), while also teaching children to lift the quality of narrative writing. 
· Since the use of notebooks is new for 3rd grade writers, continue to help children develop independence in using these notebooks to capture new seed ideas, add to lists, generate new lists, and try out ideas.  People, places, and objects are only one way to generate ideas, but there are so many others! Try engaging children in listing and trying out turning points; first times; last times; and times when they felt a particular emotion.  The goal is to help children build ownership for their notebooks so that they know that they can return to their notebooks throughout the year with independence.
· Small Moments and Seed Ideas:  Over the years we have noticed that teachers have increasingly taught their students how to zoom in on particular events rather than write “bed to bed” stories by teaching students about Small Moments and Seeds. Kids are making great strides! As we move forward to help our students write well-developed pieces, however, we want to clarify the intention behind Small Moments and Seeds.  The ultimate goal is not that students write about one brief moment in time.  The goal is that they learn to write focused narratives.  By the end of 2nd grade, children should be writing “many small moment stories” in which small moments are linked together by a common thread.  For example, a child might write about a birthday party in which several selected moments are developed across the span of the event.  Children may indeed write about a long span of time (e.g. a day at the beach), but if the piece is focused, cohesive and develops important scenes to demonstrate the significance of the experience, then the writer is demonstrating understanding of Small Moments and Seed Ideas.  The notebook is the place to expand on important parts of bigger events that has made an impact on the young author’s life.
· The primary graphic organizer within Writing Workshop continues to be booklet paper (in which children write one part/page).  The transition to paragraphs is much more understandable to children when they see that what was once a page containing a well-connected part, now becomes a paragraph. 
· During this unit, children also learn to plan for their writing through generating time lines and story mountains. These organizational structures help children to sequence and organize ideas with increasing independence.  
· When it is time to choose a seed to draft, remind children that they will now start the story fresh, with new eyes, as they plan where to begin on a timeline, and then develop (“grow”) their seed into a fully developed story.  Remember that once a child chooses a seed to draft that drafting takes place outside of the notebook. 
A Few More Tips on Notebooks:
· Throughout the unit, take time to introduce lessons on mechanics and conventions based on the standards and the needs of your students.  During these lessons you can try “quick writes” in which children compose a short paragraph or two incorporating the punctuation, for example, that you’ve taught them.  You can then have students return to longer entries in their notebook to edit for these conventions.  
· In addition to editing text that they’ve already written, you can take advantage of the left side of the notebook (intentionally left blank) to try out conventions and craft strategies with the entries they’ve developed.  For example, return to several entries and try out different leads or endings on the left side of the page. 

	Recommended Professional Resource(s) to Guide Instruction
	· Unit 2, “Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing “ from A Curricular Plan for the Writing Workshop, Grade 3 (e-doc)
· “Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing” in the PPS Grade 3 Writing Binder
· Raising the Quality of Narrative Writing from the Units of Study for Teaching Writing, Grades 3-5.

	Recommended Anchor/Mentor Texts
	· Eleven by Sandra Cisneros
· Your Name in Gold 
· Owl Moon, Jane Yolen
· Fireflies, Julie Brinkloe
· Peter’s Chair, Ezra Jack Keats
· Shortcut, Donald Crews

	Materials and Resources
	Each child: 
· Writer’s Notebook (preferably hard bound composition book that students personalize) divided into sections, such as: Writing Ideas (e.g. lists for generating seed ideas); Try It! (for minilesson exercises), Writing (this section can be labeled by genre or unit to house all entries students write in a particular unit and from which students can select ideas to draft longer outside of the notebook)
· Writing folder for drafts and any reference materials (e.g. high frequency words)
Teacher:
· Writer’s Notebook for modeling
· Teacher-generated writing for modeling
Anchor charts, co-constructed with students, that support brainstorming, generating seed ideas, revision and editing strategies

	Assessment
	· Use narrative writing rubrics and Learning Progressions to assess progress of students’ drafts and to identify next steps for instruction: http://ppsgrade3.weebly.com/narrative.html
· Conference Notes
· Student notebooks and folders

	Celebrations
	· Provide an opportunity for children to share one published piece during a Writer’s Celebration or Publishing Party.  This celebration can be very informal, even simply sharing with a few other peers (from within the classroom or in partnership with another classroom) shows students that they are writing for an authentic audience.  This is an important lesson to convey from the beginning!   



	Template adapted from Growing Readers: Units of Study in the Primary Classroom by Kathy Collins (2004); adapted from A Curricular Plan for the Reading Workshop, Grade 3 by Lucy Calkins (2011)
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