

Grade 3

Assessment:  On-Demand Realistic Fiction (Narrative) Writing
	Getting Ready:

· Writing booklets for each student, with plenty of pages (5) and plenty of lines on each page 
· One blank page the students can use to draft or organize their thinking.
· Loose pages for students to add more to their booklets if needed

	One-Day Assessment:
1. Tell children that you are excited to begin a new unit in writing workshop and that you would love to see what they can do as writers of realistic fiction.

2. Say:

I’m really eager to understand what you can do as writers of a different type of narrative—realistic fiction.  Instead of writing stories that are true from your own lives, I’d like you to take all that you know about writing strong narrative stories, but now write your best realistic fiction story. A realistic fiction story is a story that could happen but is actually imagined. You may decide to write a complete story or you might focus on just a scene or two.  You’ll have only forty-five minutes to write this realistic fiction story, so you’ll need to plan, draft, revise and edit in one sitting.  Write in a way that allows you to show off all you know about narrative writing.  In your writing, make sure you:
· Write a beginning for your story.
· Use transition words to tell what happened in order.
· Elaborate to help readers picture your story.
· Show what your story is really about.
· Write an ending for your story.
3. Pass out materials and say:

I am giving you a blank piece of paper if you’d like to do some planning before you write. I am also giving you a booklet to write your story.  If you need extra pages, just ask.

4. Provide students with 45 minutes of actual writing time and refrain from giving reminders or assistance.  Be supportive but allow students to demonstrate what they can do on their own.  This should not feel like a “test;” rather it should be an opportunity for students to write.  
5. Once the writing time is over, be sure that each booklet contains the child’s name and the date. 
6. Look at these pieces of writing alongside the Narrative Writing Learning Progression or Rubric to notice specific techniques and qualities that are in the writing and that you will need to teach.
7. You may decide to do a similar post-assessment; it just depends on how much information you already have about your students’ ability to write in this genre with some level of independence.



Adapted from: Writing Pathways: Performance Assessments and Learning Progressions, Grades K-5 (2013) by Lucy Calkins.


