Supporting Close Reading

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane  Kate DiCamillo, pp. 40 - 44
	
	Reading Closely for Text Evidence

	1. Read through lenses.
	Choose specific details to gather as data:

· What characters/people say/think/do

· Relationships

· Setting descriptions

· Time period

· Recurring objects


· Introduce the ritual of close reading (another way of reading involving three steps: deciding what to carefully look for; finding what these things have in common, like a pattern; and then stepping back and seeing what new understanding this gives you about the text).

· Explain the purpose of close reading (to develop more powerful thinking).

· Support the selection of a lens for the close reading (what kind of evidence to gather as we read).

Let’s pay attention to Edward in this excerpt, to see if we can learn a bit more about him.  The author tells us a lot about Edward’s thoughts, so let’s pay careful attention to what he is thinking in this scene.  This can be our lens – this will help us decide what evidence to pull out of the story.  (Reread section and list details that show Edward’s thoughts.)
· Invite students to continue reading and collecting information . . . I could have just read this part quickly and thought, “Yeah, yeah, Edward is on the boat and some boys take him.”  Instead, I have this list of details in my mind and on paper.  Next, I want to show you how we can analyze these details by looking for patterns.
	
	Reading Closely for Text Evidence

	2. Use lenses to find patterns.
	· Which details fit together?

· How do they fit together?


· Notice to see if there is some evidence that fits together, like similar kinds of actions or perhaps they have a similar effect or emotion.  Or maybe the pattern we see is that there are details that show the character’s relationship to others.
· Draw boxes, circles, etc. to highlight different patterns in the details.
	
	Reading Closely for Text Evidence

	3. Use the patterns to develop a new understanding of the text.
	Look at patterns to think about:

· Character’s/people’s:

· Feelings

· Traits

· Relationships

· Whole text:

· Themes

· Lessons


· Develop new ideas about the text.  

· Use a scaffold, such as the Phrases for Reflecting on Text Evidence and Meaning prompts.

· Reflect on process (what worked for you?).

· Remind students to apply this kind of thinking to their own independent reading.
From  Falling In Love with Close Reading:  Lessons for Analyzing Texts – and Life by Christopher Lehman and Kate Roberts, 2014.

