Fiction Unit of Study

Grades 3 - 5

Writing Fiction:  Imagining Possibilities

Week 1:  Immersion:  Studying Mentor Texts

· Teach students how to get topic ideas from the books they read

· Teach students how to group texts together (issues, structure, character struggles, fictional elements)
· Teach students how writers reveal character traits

· Teach students how to study leads of fictional texts

· Teach students how to notice scenes that weave action, dialogue and setting together

· Teach students how to draw parallels between personal narratives and fiction
	Teacher writing:  your own idea for a fictional scene/story/character

Class writing:  a class-developed character with motivations and struggles


Week 2:  Generating Entries in the Notebook

· Teach students how to use the entries already in their notebooks to get ideas for fiction

· Teach students how to create fiction from ordinary moments and/or the moments they wish could happen
· Teach students to develop believable characters

· Teach students to develop characters with motivations and struggles

· Teach students how to create scenes that weave action, dialogue, and setting together

Week 3:  Drafting

· Teach students to select an idea from their notebook to draft long by following the process they are familiar with from their personal narrative writing 

· Teach students to show rather than tell their stories by weaving action, dialogue, and setting together

· Teach students to elaborate on parts to reveal character motivations, struggles, special traits

Weeks 3/4:  Drafting/Revising

· Teach students to choose a lens with which they are already familiar from their personal narrative writing to revise their fiction stories.  

· Teach students to pay special attention to showing, rather than telling scenes by weaving action, dialogue, and setting together
Week 4:  Editing and Publishing

· Teach students to edit through particular lenses as appropriate.  Add to the editing checklists students already use. 

· Create a class anthology of the students’ short stories to house in the classroom library.

CELEBRATE!

Resources:  2009 Literacy For All conference: Units of Study with Leah Mermelstein and Erica Denman; Writing Fiction:  Big Dreams, Tall Ambitions by Lucy Calkins and Colleen Cruz; Thinking Through Genre 
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